THE EMOTION OF CHILD AND ADULT             39
holiday, because that hurts the Christ-child." Here the child ex-
presses what Levy-Bruhl calls in primitive peoples a "participation
mystique" Both phenomena, the lack of realistic relationships and
the substitution of magic or mystic relationships, seem to be due to
the fact that the child has not yet centered his self.
THE  CHILD'S DELIGHT IN His BODILY MANIFESTATIONS
The earliest psychic manifestations of the child, such as joy,
satisfaction, anger, or pain, are closely related to his skin sensations,
as, for example, the sensations that come to him from his contact
with any object by touching, tasting, eating, from thumb-sucking,
bowel movements, etc. These sensations form a complete unity out
of which develops step by step the child's personality. In the first
stage the psycho-bodily unity is expressed in rhythmic patterns
which we observe in the earliest activities of the young child. Chil-
dren often combine different activities into one rhythmic pattern
(see p. 21). A 4-year-old boy, for instance, used one hand to suck
his thumb rhythmically and the other to pull his own ear or that of
his teddy bear in the same rhythmic fashion, explaining his enjoy-
ment of pulling his ear with the words, "The ear is so fresh.77
The child's enjoyment of his function of urinating and defecat-
ing has been observed very often. Psychoanalysis sees here a mani-
festation of "urethra!" and "anal" erotism.<5()3) Even if these
sensations might have some similarity with sexual sensations of the
adult, the application of the term "erotism" for the little child seems
to be misleading since these sensations play a different role for the
young child than for the mature personality. The child's delight in
his bodily functions seems to correspond to his delight in the naked-
ness of his own body; but also this delight, which at first glance
seems to be similar to that phenomenon which we call auto-erotism
or narcissism in the adult, seems to have another structure in the
young child. His delight in his own body or in Ms own bodily func-
tions, such as excrementation, is not a "perversion/' as Freud would
have us believe, who calls the young child "polymorphously per-
verse," because a perversion appears only if a natural trend becomes
channeled in a wrong direction. The trends of the little child, how-
ever, have had no former direction at all, since the child has not yet
formed two poles for the dynamics of his energies: the self and the
non-self. The child's sensations are like an explosion of energies,
and the delight which he experiences on the occasion of these explo-
sions seems to be his recognition that he has such energies. The
delight in his own body is the delight in recognizing that he possesses